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Please note: The following is the curriculum from the last session of the San Joaquin Political Academy. The 2019 curriculum will not be available until the beginning of the 2019 session. The subject matter/topics covered do not typically change from each class session. And, though, most speakers return each year, some speakers will change and may not be present during the 2019 session.    
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2018 Curriculum
Thursday

Reception/Orientation

March 1
           Greater Fresno Area Chamber of Commerce
5:30 – 7:30

Program to include:






Welcome! – Rick Braden 




Overview of Academy – Daniel Babshof






Curriculum Review – Joan Conway  
Tuesday

Class 1
March 6

Crafting Your Message   

5:30 – 9:20


Gary Janzen, Owner, Janzen Brands
· Selecting your Office

· Brand

· Platform

· Why You Are Running

9:20 – 9:30

Evaluations
Thursday

Class 2



March 8

Crafting Your Message

5:30 – 9:20


Gary Janzen, Owner, Janzen Brands 
9:20 – 9:30

Final Discussion and Evaluations

Thursday

Class 3

March 13

Air, Water & Land Use 
5:30 – 6:30


San Joaquin Valley Air Quality Challenges





Dave Warner, 

San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District


6:30 – 8:00


California Water Issues Affecting the Central Valley 

                                           Gayle Holman

Westlands Water District 

8:00 – 8:15


Break
8:15 – 9:00


Land Use Decisions—

Balancing Societal, Market & Agricultural Needs


Daniel Zack


Planning and Development Department, City of Fresno


9:00 – 9:20


Class Discussion

9:20 – 9:30


Evaluations


Tuesday

Class 4 



March 15

City & County Challenges, Public Safety & Education
5:30 – 6:00


Education 
Mike Berg, Interim Superintendent, Yosemite Unified School District 
6:00 – 6:20


The State of the City

Esmeralda Soria, Fresno City Council President, District 1
6:20 – 7:00


The State of the County





Andreas Borgeas, Fresno County Supervisor, 

District 2
7:00 – 7:15


BREAK 
7:15 –8:15 


Public Safety






Chief Jerry Dyer, Fresno City Police 








Sheriff Margaret Mims, Fresno
8:15– 8:30


Q&A on Public Safety
8:30 – 9:15


Class Discussion

What are the opportunities and solutions for our City and County?
9:15 – 9:30


Evaluations
Tuesday
Class 5
March 20

5:30 – 6:15


Using TV During Political Campaigns and Sound Bites for TV
Matt Rosenfeld, President/General Manager






KSEE-NBC24
6:15 - 7:15


Using Digital Media






Bill McEwen, News Director, GV Wire
7:15 – 8:00


Using the Radio during Political Campaigns





Dave Campbell, KMJ
8:00 – 8:15 


Break

8:15 – 9:15


Aaron Abeytia, KMJ News Anchor & reporter




9:15 – 9:30


Final Discussion and Evaluations

Thursday 
       Class 6

March 22

Business Climate & Challenges

5:30 – 7:30

Federal Debt/Fiscal Cliff


“The Impact the State and Federal Government have on Business and the Economy”

Jot Condi, President and Chief Executive Officer
California Restaurant Association

7:30 – 7:45


Break

7:45 – 8:45             
View of the Political Scene – 


Michael Der Manouel, Jr., President 

           
Der Manouel Insurance Group

Leader in Local, State & National Republican
8:45 – 9:15    

Conversation Regarding Unions
                      

Chuck Riojas, IBEW Local 100
9:20 – 9:30


Evaluations



Tuesday

Class 7
March 27

Fundamentals of Communication 
5:30 – 7:15
Introduction to the media and how to use it to your advantage





Mark Standriff, 
Director of Communication and Public Affairs






City of Fresno




Toni Tinoco, 
PIO

California High Speed Rail Authority
7:15 – 7:30


Break

7:30 – 9:00
Student Exercise – “In the Hot Seat” – Mock media interviews; critique


Evan OnStot, KSEE 24 Anchor
9:00 – 9:20


Prep/Instruction for assignments

9:20 – 9:30


Final Discussion and Evaluations

Thursday

Class 8

March 29


Effective Communication

5:30 – 6:30                       Interview Critiques


Suggestions: Mark Standriff
6:30 – 7:30


Advanced mock Interviews





7:30 – 7:45


Break

7:45 – 9:00


Critique Advanced Mock interviews

9:00 – 9:30


Wrap-up and Evaluations

Class 9
April 3


The Campaign – Part 1

5:30 – 7:00


The Necessity of Negative Campaigning?
Mark Scozzari, Political Consultant

7:00 – 7:15


Break
7:15 – 8:30
The Media’s Mission…Why the Media Does the Things it Does
Bill McEwen, News Director, GV Wire
8:30-9:20  


Compliance

9:20 – 9:30


Assign Point/Counterpoint and Evaluations
Thursday

Class 10


April 5

The Campaign – Part 2
5:30 – 6:45


Filing Your Papers, Requirements for Office, Deadlines,





Petitions vs. Paying

Brandi Orth


     

County Clerk/Registrar of Voters, Fresno County
6:45 – 7:00

Break

7:00 – 9:20

Fundraising






Terra Brusseau, Fundraiser

9:20 – 9:30

Final Discussion and Evaluations

Tuesday

Class 11 
The Campaign 3 – Making the Decision to Run

April 10



5:30 – 9:20

Julie Griffiths, Political Consultant



   


Campaign Strategy



Hiring a Campaign Manager
· What do you look for in a consultant?

· What can you expect from them?

· What will it cost you?


            Defining Negative Campaigning
          
Campaign Material
· Brochures

· Radio/Television

· Website

· Other

9:20 – 9:30

Final Discussion and Evaluations

Thursday

Class 12
April 12


The Campaign – Part 4
5:30 – 7:15


What it is Like to Run, Point/Counterpoint




What It is Like to Run – The Good The Bad and The Ugly

Lee Brand, Mayor 




Fresno City 
7:15 – 7:30


Break

7:30 – 8:15


Fresno Chamber of Commerce Ins and Outs






Nathan Alonso, Vice President Government Affairs



8:15-9:20


Point/Counterpoint
Ann Kloose, Senior Government Relationship Representative
      


PG&E

9:20 – 9:30


Final Discussion and Evaluations

Tuesday

Class 13

April 17


The Campaign – Part 5




The Role/Challenges for the Spouse or Significant Other
The role of the spouse, the impact of the campaign on the spouse/family, lessons learned, and the affect on the family with an elected official for a spouse

5:30 – 6:30 
Anna Borgeas,

6:30 – 6:45


Break

6:45 – 8:00


Debating





Mike Lukens, Political Science

 




California State University, Fresno

8:00– 9:20

           Agriculture in the Valley




Sean Coburn

9:20 – 9:30


Evaluations   
Thursday

Class 14
April 19
5:30 – 6:30 
Website/Web

Floyd Sanchez, PpL
6:30 – 6:45
Break

6:45 – 8:30  


Class Debate

Anne Kloose, Senior Government Relationship Representative



PG&E
8:30 – 8:45
Break

8:45 -
9:20


Class Feedback




Announcement of Class Speaker

9:20 - 9:30


Final Evaluations

Tuesday


April 24


Graduation at Manhattan
